
 
  

Welcome to the new school year! In Environmental Science this year, students will gain an      
understanding of ecological concepts including air, water, soil, biological diversity and human impacts. 
Field work, service projects and collaborative investigation will provide platforms to learn these topics first 
hand. Topics include: oceans, watersheds, pollution, weather dynamics, bioethics, energy conservation 
and production, environmental economics, geosphere, limiting factors of various biomes as well as the 
natural history of Loudoun County. It will be necessary for Envi Sci students to keep up with in-class 

 activities by arriving to class on time and being both mentally and physically present each day. If at any time a student has 
a missing assignment, they should see Mrs. Papaleo so there is no end of unit, or quarter, back up of tasks. I hope this 
course is very rewarding and will send students into the real-world as a more informed consumer who can contribute 
positively to our beautiful world through many avenues or career choices. I encourage you to find your voice & share it! 

 
 

 

: Be respectful of your peers, your classroom and yourself.  
Success is an ongoing journey that requires teamwork, cooperation, and 
appreciation of fellow student opinions and ideas.  Respect is also essential 
when working with live or dead specimens in our lab and when using any lab 
equipment or devices.  Lab safety rules and respect for the learning of others 
must be followed at all times, even when no one is looking (Integrity). 

 

: This year in Envi Sci will be very demanding, not only in this 
class, but in all your classes.  It is your responsibility to manage your time and 
keep up with assignments and course content.  However, if you feel that you 
need extra help or are falling behind in your assignments be your own 
advocate – seek help from a Riverside science teacher, we are here to help 
you!  Envi Sci also requires you to advocate for your opinions to be heard in 
class and in your lab groups, but like all good scientists, you need to have 
sound evidence to support your conclusions. 

 

: Envi Sci is a course that covers many content areas; and as 
your teachers, we are here to motivate you in the field of science and in being 
able to problem solve in any situation.  Skills that you learn in this class can be 
applied to your other courses and future endeavors.  Collaborative research 
also requires motivation within the group, so positively motivate those in your 
group, class, and school and prioritize your own success to lead others. 

 

: Scientists are held to a high standard in our society and 
encouraged to prove their work and produce evidence to support their claims. 
This class will help you become an informed citizen in our world, no matter 
what career you pursue in life.  The science teachers at Riverside hope to 
promote your understanding and appreciation of science and the vital role it 
plays in human advancement in our world. 

 

 

Students are expected to attend class and to 

be on time; in the event they are absent they 

are responsible for checking their Unit 

Outline & Vision. They should plan on making 

up work before school/during study hall as 

soon as they return to school. Communicating 

with Mrs. P ASAP when absent is always the 

best practice so we can keep you on track! 

                      

✓ Composition Notebook (Journal) 

✓ Pencil/Pen/Highlighters/Paper daily 

✓ Binder to keep papers 

✓ Open mind, sense of humor & good 

attitude every day 

                       

  

Further Support? Mrs. P is in her 
room most days by 8am & often stays after 
school. NHS also partners students with 
tutors – don’t delay we are here to help!  

 Late Work Policy: Once a Unit Test has been taken, any missing work 
from the Unit will receive a zero. 10% will be taken off for each day an 
assignment is turned in late. It is imperative to turn work in on time to keep 
up with cumulative material. If at any point you are struggling with the pace 
please see Mrs. Papaleo otherwise she won’t be able to help 



 
 

   

                                                                                  

 

                    

Each Unit will have supplemental 

activities for hands on learning. They 

are to be completed as your own 

work and turned in at the end of 

class. If you are absent they are to 

be made up ASAP. All students will 

be required to sign a Lab Safety 

Contract and if found to be breaking 

any safety rules you will be asked to 

leave the lab area immediately, 

resulting in the loss of points. 

   

Formative
10%

Tests
45%

Quizzes
15%

Labs/Activities
30%

Formative: 10% of the student’s grade will come from this 

category that includes homework, classwork/warm ups, their 

participation in class debates/discussions and any other practice 

as needed to support 

Summative: 90% broken down into the following 

Labs/Activities: These assignments are to be completed in class 

and support the core content through hands on activities  

Tests: In this course we will have both multiple-choice 

assessments, as well as projects/tasks that have given you the 

opportunity to show mastery of a skill or application of a topic in a 

real-world situation (like a field excursion) 

Quizzes: opportunities in each Unit to demonstrate mastery of the 

standards/skills before a test  

   

Every student will have the 

opportunity for a retake on Unit 

Tests if they have completed the 

formative work for the unit prior to 

the first test. If you earn less than 

84% on the assessment you will have 

the opportunity to completed 

remediation work to review the 

concepts, then take a new 

assessment and earn a maximum of 

84% which replaces your previous 

grade.  

Devices are AWAY 

(assessments, labs) 

 
Most blocks are 

yellow – devices are 

for ACADEMIC 

purposes, only 

when Mrs. P allows 

 
Students have 
earned free time – 
appropriate use still 
expected at all times 
 
 

 

VISION ENROLLMENT KEY: 

 

REMIND 101 CODE:  

 

    It is absolutely a #1 priority to 
me that you do not sacrifice your character for the sake of a 
grade. Please always be honest with both me and yourself if you 
are thinking about claiming someone else’s work as your own 
reach out to me and let me help. This includes taking 
pictures/sharing homework answers or labs; as well as students 
outside of your class or internet sources. I have zero tolerance 
for breaking our school’s honor code.  -Mrs. Papaleo 


